Dunkeld, Moorhouse Road – The Old Smallpox Hospital

The smallpox hospital was built in 1906 by the Carlisle Corporation. The following are copies of a report undertaken in a Royal Commission on the Industrial Monuments of England in 1992, including drawings of the plans of the then proposed hospital.
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF ENGLAND

CUMBRIA NBR No: 102282
BEAUMONT NGR: NY 357 562

THE FLATS and DUNKELD), formerly CARLISLE SMALLPOX HOSPITAL,
Moorhouse Road, Moorhouse

SUMMARY

Built in 1906 to the design of H C Marks, Carlisle City Surveyor, the hospital
had an administration block and associated laundry, a double ward block,
and a mortuary and van shed. A covered way later linked ward and
administration.

REPORT
Historical Development

Carlisle Smallpox Hospital was built by Carlisle Corporation in the open
countryside to the west of the Carlisle suburb of Belle Vue. It was designed
in 1905 by Harry C Marks, City Surveyor, and the plans for an administration
block, ward block and mortuary, already approved by the Local Government
Board, were submitted to Carlisle Rural District Council on 16 December
1905 and were approved by them on 15 January 1906 (Cumbria Record
Office (Carlisle): SRDBB3/1/1906). Tenders were invited and one for
£3,173 was accepted early in 1906 (The Builder, 3 February 1906, 130; 17
March 1906, 303). Building work was probably completed soon afterwards.

The 1924 Ordnance Survey map shows the three principal hospital buildings
designed by Marks, but by this date there was also an L-shaped covered way
linking the administration block and ward block, and the latter had a long
wing projecting south. Later maps show no further changes.

A tender of £612 for a new lodge was accepted in May 1935 (The Builder,
31 May 1935, 1046), and others were invited in 1937 for joiners’ work in
connection with alterations and additions to the administration block (The
Builder, 25 June 1937, 1351).

The hospital closed in the late 1970s and the administration block and ward
block have become domestic accommodation.

The Buildings
The original hospital buildings of 1906

Carlisle Smallpox Hospital was built in 1906 to the design of Harry C Marks
and comprised an administration block (Building 01, see Site Plan), laundry
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(02), ward block (03) and mortuary (04).

The administration block (01) is a squat brick building, now rendered, of two
storeys and attics with a single-storeyed kitchen wing with a single-pitch roof.
The roofs have Welsh slates. The front elevation is three bays wide, the
outer bays rising as a pair of flush, gabled wings. The central door has a
carved stone surround and a double-leaf door and is set between canted
ground-floor bay windows, above which are three grouped first-floor lights
and a single gable window. The door leads into a passage with the staircase
off to one side, its position revealed externally by cross-mullioned windows
lighting both its landings. Doors are of four panels, and marble
chimneypieces were provided. Marks’ plans of 1905 show that the ground
floor had three main rooms, a linen store and a kitchen, scullery and pantry
in the rear wing. The first floor had five bedrooms and a bathroom and
toilet, the attics three rooms and a storeroom.

The laundry (02) at the rear of the yard behind the administration block was
designed by Marks as a single-storeyed block with a wash house and ironing
room. A coal house and toilet were attached to it. The actual building is
single storeyed and of brick, now rendered, with a Welsh slate roof.

The ward block (03) is a single-storeyed brick building with rectangular stone
lintels and a gabled, Welsh slate roof with red tile cresting. As designed by
Marks, and also as built, it had a central west door flanked by narrow
windows, all opening into an entrance hall with a duty room to its rear and
flanking three-bay wards each with sanitary blocks projecting from the rear
corners. The windows of the building have hung sashes with hoppers above
transomes. The duty room, which projects slightly beyond the rear walls of
the wards, had its own fireplace as well as an observation window into each
ward. The wards each had a square ridge ventilator and a central stove with
an under-floor air intake leading from the front and a flue leading to a stack
incorporated in the rear wall. The sanitary blocks each had a water closet
and a slop sink. A few original internal fittings survive, including architraves
with rounded corners and doors of four moulded sunk panels.

The single-storeyed brick building (04) has a hipped Welsh slate roof with
red tile cresting and incorporates, as in Marks’ 1905 design, the former
mortuary, van shed and a further shed. The walls were without windows,
skylights giving all the required light.

Additions to the hospital

The 1924 OS map shows an L-shaped covered way (05) linking the
administration block and ward block. It has been demolished but for a short,
two-bay length which survives as a porch to the former ward block. Its
junction with the ward door is far from well designed, and it is unlikely to be
an original feature. It is of timber with a pitched, Welsh slate roof and
glazed sides. The latter are unlikely to be original: the 1924 map implies
that one side was fully open, and the other may not have been even part
glazed.
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It is not known whether the lodge for which a tender of £612 was accepted
in 1935 was built.

Visited by Ian H Goodall and Ian R Pattison, 21 October 1992
Report written by Ian H Goodall, March 1993
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RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF CARLISLE.

Notuce 0]‘ Intended New Building,

B - 5.3 k 23 _[6%946@6«%0"190&

Mgr. FREDERICK BARKER, 52 Edentown, Stanwix,

Surreyor.

thosﬂ)mt herewith fPlans zu% Sections of @W /ZA&ME{M

M/-

and to which the following parficulars refer, vi
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.- —Full Address of Owner CC{/(Q/
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6.—Of what material will the c\.tuu?l7 W ls be constluctud?

7.—Avea, of clear open space at rear

8.—Distance across open space at rear from e\,cly}
part of the building to the bouml.u y of the site

9.—Total height of Building from level of crown of strcet gt road to eaves or pampetk,v,
10.—Height of Attic to highest part of ceilifg_, .G L -

Jofw[’m — oA

11.—Depth of basement below road >-(OA. £ —
12.—No. of Rooms without fire-places of less area than 100 superficial feet - 45 .

13.—Width of street or road opposite b

W Pling
14.—Description and size of D\ams %/P“/’_ﬁztw ﬂI»Mﬂ Wﬁr‘( waﬂd,jﬂwﬁ

15.—Inelinntion of Drains

16.—Description of outlet of Dmms
17.—Size of Water Closet s 2
18—How is W.C. ventilated ? zir < leﬁéﬁ%ﬁ@m—- i
19.—Size and description of Ashpit_

20.—No. of Houses to be served by A\h])lt

21.—If Cesspool required, deseriby same /7 OIY/O 0"6 o M/OV W
22.—Means of Water Supply._. g/7tezre L /(Mg/qsv‘, uwv[/(/(, .
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Full Address

*Cross out words

NOTE.—No Plan will be passed by the Council unless accompanied by a Key Plan of the
neighbourhood where the proposed building is to be erected

NOTE.—This form is prepared and supplied for the convenience of persons submitting Plans, but it is not to be understood to
prevent the Committee requiring further information in any case, as they see fit.

NOTLE.—If different kinds or classes of buildings are included in one Plan, sep:u':\f,c copies of this Notice must be given for each.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all Plans submitted for the sanction of the Council must be on tracing linen or stout
drawing paper and be accompanied by a printed form of particulars as above, duly filled up. signed, and deposited at 25 Lowther Street,
Carlisle, SIX DAYS at least before the same can be examined aund reported to the Health and Water Comuiittee.

All Plans, Sections, or other drawings deposited to be in duplicate, one of which will be retained in the Clerk’s Office for record.

The person or builder laying out any Works or Building shall give forty-eight hours’ notice in writing to the Surveyor before the
commencement of such Works or Buildings, and before any foundation of New Buildings or any Sewers or Draius are covered up, and the
like notice shall be given after the Works ov Buildings have heen compluted, and after the completion of any Works which may have
been required by the Surveyor to be done in amendment of auy irregularity, and before such Works shall be covered up.

FREDERICK BARKER,

Suzrveynr,
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE HISTORICAL MONUMENTS OF ENGLAND

HISTORIC BUILDINGS REPORT

THE FLATS and DUNKELD
formerly CARLISLE SMALLPOX HOSPITAL
BEAUMONT
CUMBRIA

Crown Copyright
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